LETTERS OF SRI AUROBINDO
Philosophy in Poetry
WHAT does your correspondent mean by "philo-
sophy59 in a poem? Of course if one sets out to
write a metaphysical argument in verse like the
Greek Empedocles or the Roman Lucretius., it is
a risky business and is likely to land you into prosaic
poetry which is a less pardonable mixture than
poetic prose. Even when philosophising in a less
perilous way, one has to be careful not to be flat or
heavy. It is obviously easier to be poetic when sing-
ing about a skylark than when one tries to weave
a robe of verse to clothe the attributes of the Brah-
man. But that does not mean that there is to be no
thought or no spiritual thought or no expression of
truth in poetry; there is no great poet who has not
tried to philosophise. Shelley wrote about the
skylark, but he also wrote about the Brahman.
JLife like a dome of many-coloured glass
Stains the white radiance of Eternity
is as good poetry as
Hail to thee, blithe spirit!
There are flights of unsurpassable poetry in the
Gita and the Upanishads. These rigid dicta are
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